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country comes together. We are going
to have a lot of work.

As the gentleman from Maryland
knows, with the new schedule, Mem-
bers are going to be here much more
than they have been in the past, and we
are probably going to be on this floor
with legislation a little more than we
were last year. I look forward to that
and look forward to working with the
gentleman on ways that we can work
together.

I wish the gentleman from Maryland
a very Merry Christmas.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California and re-
turn that wish for a Merry Christmas.
This is not our last week. We are going
to be here next week, so maybe we will
save that for then.

I do look forward and the people look
forward. This election has been a deep-
ly troubling one for all sides in many
respects. I think it is our responsibility
to try to bring some degree of con-
fidence to all of our constituents,
whatever they believe, whoever they
voted for, that we are going to move
forward in a constructive, positive way
to make America an even greater coun-
try than it is now.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, DE-
CEMBER 2, 2016, TO MONDAY, DE-
CEMBER 5, 2016

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, December 5, 2016,
when it shall convene at noon for
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EMMER of Minnesota). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman
from California?

There was no objection.

———

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT JESUIT
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PAY
TRIBUTE TO VETERANS

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the stu-
dents of University of Detroit Jesuit
High School. They love this country,
and they found a special way to pay
tribute to our veterans.

Young men and women of University
of Detroit Jesuit are volunteering their
time to serve as pallbearers for home-
less veterans at Great Lakes National
Cemetery in my district, the final rest-
ing place for local military members
who don’t have families and are typi-
cally buried alone.

The students have never met these
veterans, but they have a genuine
sense of patriotism and gratitude for
what they have done for our country.
Their mission is simple: to give the
proper burial that every veteran—
every person—deserves.
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Mr. Speaker, when no one else came
forward, these young men and women
stepped up to say thank you. Our dis-
trict, our State, our country could not
be more proud.

Our veterans are the backbone of
what makes this Nation great, and we
owe them the deepest respect and grat-
itude, even at the end of their journey.
So thank you to our men and women of
the military, and thank you to the
young men and women of University of
Detroit Jesuit for honoring their serv-
ice to our Nation.

———

COOL SCIENCE TOPICS

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to continue a series of 1-minute speech-
es about cool science topics. Today I
will be discussing applications of the
National Science Foundation’s funded
research into arctic species.

In order to survive in the subzero
temperatures of the Arctic, small orga-
nisms such as fish, insects, plants,
fungi, and bacteria have evolved pro-
teins that lower the freezing point of
water solutions in order to protect
themselves when temperatures drop.

Studies of the proteins of these arctic
species will aid in the development of
aircraft de-icing systems,
cryopreservation of food, crop protec-
tion, frostbite prevention, and other in-
novations. These organisms and their
ability to survive in extreme tempera-
tures will yield information of great
value to society.

I applaud the NSF’s funding of such
important research.

———
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HONORING OFFICER REGINALD
GUTIERREZ

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, late in
the afternoon on Wednesday, Officer
Reginald ‘‘Jake” Gutierrez of Wash-
ington State’s Tacoma Police Depart-
ment responded to a domestic violence
call. Despite the potential danger he
knew lay ahead, he went forward with
courage and a resolute focus on saving
lives, sadly sacrificing his own life in
the end.

Tragically, he was 1 of 133 law en-
forcement officers this year to die in
the line of duty. That is a 20 percent
increase, Mr. Speaker, over last year.
Officer Gutierrez has served in law en-
forcement 17 years, and he is one of the
few who accept the calling to serve.

The men and women who wear the
badge like Officer Gutierrez have con-
tinued to show resilience during dif-
ficult times and have maintained an
unshakeable commitment to perform
their critical mission of keeping our
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families safe and protecting our free-
doms, whether we are relaxing at home
or protesting in the street. Wednesday
was no exception.

During what became an 1l-hour
standoff with the suspect, the Tacoma
Police Department was assisted by
many of its neighboring partners to en-
sure the surrounding area was secure.
What is exceptional about this dem-
onstration, Mr. Speaker, of bravery is
that it is not exceptional at all. Men
and women every day in this country
walk out of their home wearing the
badge and the uniform to protect our
children, protect our communities, pro-
tect our kids at school.

I ask all of us to keep our law en-
forcement officers in their prayers, Mr.
Gutierrez’s family, and the Tacoma Po-
lice Department.

———

PUERTO RICO AND THE
PRESIDENTIAL VOTE

(Mr. GRAYSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on Congress to give the
people of Puerto Rico the most basic of
rights, the right to vote for our na-
tional leader. In all of the world’s de-
mocracies, Puerto Rico is the largest
territory by population that cannot
choose our national elected official.
Three-and-a-half million Americans in
Puerto Rico have no say in who serves
as President of the United States.

Women and African Americans were
once denied this basic voting right.
Now it is American citizens who reside
in Puerto Rico who suffer this dis-
enfranchisement. The contradictions
are painfully clear. Puerto Ricans par-
ticipate in the Presidential primary
process, they send pledged delegates to
each major party’s convention, but
they do not participate directly in the
choice of President of the TUnited
States.

If these same American citizens
move to the mainland, they can quick-
ly and easily help to elect our national
leader, but they are denied this very
basic right to help choose the Presi-
dent and Vice President merely for liv-
ing where they do.

The solution to this problem is a sim-
ple one, and we have accomplished it
before. Fifty-five years ago, the Dis-
trict of Columbia was granted electors
to the electoral college with the pas-
sage of the 23rd Amendment to the
Constitution. Like Puerto Rico now,
the District of Columbia was not and is
not a State.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent for an additional 30
seconds.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair cannot entertain that request.

Mr. GRAYSON. I will simply say we
must give Puerto Ricans the right to
vote for President.

The
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